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4.1 Protecting Resources of 
National Historic Significance 

T
his section identifies the key heritage 
resources, defines the objectives that 

must be met in order to ensure the commemo
rative integrity of the site, and it describes 
management strategies for achieving these 
objectives. 

4.1.1 Historic Resources 

Historic Place 

The Village of Stirling occupies one-square 
mile of land situated in the heart of the the 
short-grass prairie of southern Alberta. From 
a distance, Stirling appears as an oasis of trees 
and farmsteads amid a flat, open landscape. 
Originally this visual contrast was accentuated 
by the Mormon practice of building their farm 

Aerial View of Stirling. 

structures within the village and commuting 
out to their fields during the growing season. 
As a result, comparatively few buildings were 
constructed in the surrounding areas. This 
traditional pattern of land use is no longer 
adhered to and many farmers have moved 
their homes and farm buildings onto their 
land holdings outside the village. Despite 
these changes, the contrast between the well
treed village setting and the outlying fields is 
still sharp and clear. 

Railways and canals were instrumental in the 
settlement of this area and these two elements 
are still very much in evidence in the sur
rounding landscape. The Galt Canal, which 
was built by the Mormons for the Alberta 
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